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Great Lakes Chapter   President’s Message 
 

Great Lakes Chapter Website:  www.greatlakesrhodies.org 
User name – greatlakes -  password – maximum 

Webmaster: Linda Stull  lmsgardener@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
“Be through my lips to unawakened earth the trumpet of 
a prophesy; O wind,if Winter comes can Spring be far 
behind?” 
Percy B. Shelley from “Ode to the West Wind 

 
 
This winter, though persistent, is soon to relax it’s grasp.  We can 
begin to look for the early signs of spring; skunk cabbage in the 
boggy places, pussy willow catkins, hepatica blooming in the 
deep woods, colt’s foot on the sheltered banks and the morning 
sunrise approaching due east on the horizon.  But the concrete 
sign of spring’s arrival is the Great Lakes Chapter’s annual plant 
sale meeting on March 27th in Kirtland, Ohio.  Harold and Bev 
have arranged for another stellar event with many new and 
enticing plants for sale.  A second room has been added this year 
to facilitate plant distribution.  This has been our most successful 
meeting in the past few years for attracting new members, 
enriching the Chapter’s treasury, and adding to our 
rhododendron collections.  I hope to see you all there. 

 
Looking ahead to the weekend of May22nd and 23rd, the Great 
Lakes Chapter will celebrate its 50th anniversary flower truss 
show at the Holden Arboretum.  Annette and Tony Pizzino have 
made elaborate plans for a gala affair.  We are privileged to have 
the Lantern Court as venue for the dinner.  Tours of Holden’s 
Helen S. Layer Rhododendron Garden on Saturday and the 
David G. Leach Research Center on Sunday, should find these 
gardens at their peak.  We are hoping for a large turnout at this 
meeting.  A contingent from the Ann Arbor Chapter will be 
joining us. 

  
Further ahead, in August, John Guyton is planning a meeting at 
the Wade and Gatton Hosta Nursery reprising the very 
successful meeting of August 2004 
 
On a sad note, we lost two cherished members this past 
winter; Bill Fueger and Nobue Robinson.  We extend our 
deepest sympathies to Lily, Felix and their families. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Browning 

 

 
 
 

   
Co- Host, Dr Mark Konrad admires  weeping 
European Beech (Fagus Sylvatica) and handsome 
stone- urn garden artifact. 
 
See reverse side of agenda page for more October 
garden photos. 
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March 27th, 2010 Great Lakes Chapter Meeting 
 
 

“The color of springtime is in the flowers, the color of winter is in the imagination.”    Ward Elliott Hour 
 

 
 

` 
Date:   Saturday, March 27, 2010 

Host:    Harold and Bev Berg 

Place:   Dino’s Banquet Center 
              4145 State Route 306 
                 (I-90, Exit # 193) 
              Willoughby, Ohio  44094 
              440.269.8000 
        ------------------------------------------ 
Agenda:     All activities are at Dino’s 
 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM      Board Meeting 
                                             
12:00 -Noon                       Lunch on your own 
                                            
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM           Business Meeting 
                                             
2:00 PM – 4:30 PM           Plant Sale             
                                              
5:30 PM – 6:00 PM           Social Hour 
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM           Dinner 
                                                                                             
7:00 PM    Evening Program                               

                     Speaker,  Tony Reznicek 
Curator of Vascular Plants, University of Michigan 
Herbarium.  Plant Systematics- 
“How plants get their names (and changed!)” 

 

Family Style---------  Sit Down Dinner 
 
Chicken Marsala, Veal Parmigiana 
Roasted Potatoes, Rigatoni, Green Beans 
And Carrots Almondine, Dessert. Etc. 
 
Price is $27.00 Per person------Total $----------------- 
 
Make Check payable to Great Lakes Chapter/ARS    
(include name, address, and phone number) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Places To Stay 
Days Inn (Adjacent to Dino’s) 
4145 State Route 306 
Willoughby, Ohio  44094 
440.946.0500 
*Rooms:  Dbl Bed $53.10 +  Tax 
*Ask for  “RhoB” price 
Rooms held until March 18, 2010 

            ------------------------ 
Red Roof Inn              
440.946.9872 
 

SEND DINNER RESERVATION TO: 
 

• Bev Berg 

• 1900 East Gunn Road 

• Oakland Twp. MI  48306 

• 248.652.3141 

• bergshab@aol.com 

• Include Name, Address and Phone 
 
DEADLINE 
MARCH 21, 2010 
 
Canadians may pay upon arrival, but 
Call, or e-mail dinner reservation 



Great  Lakes Chapter October 10th, 2009 Garden Tours 
 

                                                         “Nature  will bear the closest inspection.”  
                                                                        Henry David Thoreau 
 

Sewickley – Baden  Tours 
 
 

Co-Hosts, Beth Genter, Dr. Mark Konrad & Jane Konrad, arranged two interesting and 
diverse garden tours:  the Peggy Rae garden, Sewickley, Pa., and the Carl and Ann Sutherland 
garden, Baden, Pa. 

Peggy Rae, a well known Sewickley landscape architect of civic and residential projects, 
 and Carl &  Ann Sutherland generously opened their private gardens to GLC visitors. 
 The Peggy Rae garden, very well maintained over a period of many years, offered 
beautifully limbed –up trees, with wide sweeps of green lawn.  A restful, mature, Japanese 
garden, select perennials, and a mature tree collection—are all set  among  handsome stone 
urns, stone pillars, artifacts, etc.  Especially eye catching, are two welcoming, carved stone 
crowing roosters.  Peggy Rae guided, and narrated an enjoyable tour of her elegant, formal 
garden. 
 The Carl and Ann Sutherland garden of Baden, Pa. is set among acreage, surrounded 
with, scenic, peaceful, hill-top vistas.  Beautiful, mature rhododendrons, azaleas, Japanese 
maples, and other rare trees – surround  this  tranquil , natural setting.  The Sutherlands have 
horses, and Ann has a very well tended small vineyard—or at least, several rows of neatly tied 
healthy grape vines.   Cheers!  It was fun!  A full round of  Thank You’s,-- to everyone who made 
the October garden tours possible 
 L. below Carl, Ann Sutherland, R., Admiring Stewartia, L below, Rae garden roosters,Jap. Garden B;ossom  McBrier   
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Welcoming Holden’s New Lead Horticulturist 
 

“April hath put a 
Spirit of youth in everything.” 

-William Shakespeare 

Charles Tubesing introduces Vicki Ferreniea, 
Holden’s new Lead horticulturist. 
 

 
Please join me in welcoming our new Lead 
Horticulturist, Viki Ferreniea to Holden.  In 
addition to supervisory responsibilities, she is 
responsible for day to day care and 
management of the Layer Rhododendron 
Garden. 
 
Vicki has many years of experience in the 
cultivation and management of a wide range of 
plants, their selection and evaluation for garden 
worthiness and marketability.  She’s also had 
extensive hands on involvement with the 
design, installation and maintenance of diverse 
gardens, the renovation and expansion of 
mature gardens and the rejuvenative pruning of 
woody plants. 
 
The text that follows is taken from the jacket of 
the book Wildflowers in Your Garden, which 
Viki authored for publication in 1993.  
 
 Viki Ferreniea is the former director of 
horticulture for the New England Wildflower 
Society.  A graduate of Swanley Horticultural 
College in Kent, England, she received the 
National Diploma in Horticulture from the Royal 
Horticulture Society.  She trained at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Kew, where she first 

began her love affair with North American 
Wildflowers.  The creator of the North 
American wildflower garden at the world-
renowned Longwood Gardens, she has lectured 
on and taught about wildflowers all over the 
country. 
 
More recently Viki worked for several years 
with the Breck Bulb and Springhill Nurseries 
divisions of Foster & Gallagher.  Before that she 
managed private estate gardens for a 
Connecticut family, was a perennial trials 
manager for a New Hampshire organization, 
and horticultural manager of a start-up organic 
farming operation in Maine. 

---------------------- 
 
The Great Lakes Chapters members join in  
extending a warm welcome to Vicki Ferreniea, 
and look forward to meeting her in the 
beautiful Helen S. Layer Rhododendron Garden. 
The Holden Arboretum, Kirtland , Ohio 
             ----------------------- 
 

You are Invited 
 

 “A Celebration of Rhododendrons” 
Mark Your Calendar 

May 22, & May 23, 2010 
 

Great Lakes Chapter/ARS 
50th Anniversary Truss Show 

Warren H. Corning Visitor Center 
Holden Arboretum, Kirtland, Ohio 

Displays, Photo Gallery, Video’s 
 

Box Lunch – Interesting Narrated Tours 
Plant Auction, Social Hour, Dinner, Speaker 
Holden’s Lantern Court Georgian Colonial 

 
---------- 

Sunday, May 23rd  
10:00 a.m. Tour 

Leach Research Station  
Madison, Ohio 
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