
 

 

 

  Rhododendron                                                                                                                                                        

 October, 2012 Volume 53—No 4 

                      Great Lakes Chapter 

                                        American Rhododendron Society 

 

In This Issue: 

 

Cover:   Fall color in the rhododendron          
               garden              Photo Tony Pizzino 

 

President’s Message………………………….  .2  

 

Secretary’s Notes by Karen Wagner……………2 

“Our Garden Continues to Grow”  “Leaves” 

Rhododendron Exploration Garden update……..3 

 

Holden Arboretum Letter achknowledges gift…...4 

 

2012 GLC Truss Show updated, Harold Berg …..5 

 

October GLC meeting agenda,Chas,Karen Wagner 

 

Back page: Robert Billing’s rhododendron garden, 

Findlay, Ohio       Photos & story by Robert Billings 
                                



 

 

Great Lakes Chapter 

American Rhododendron Society 

 

Purpose 
A Nonprofit organization whose aim is to promote in the 

Great Lakes region the objectives of The American Rho-
dodendron Society to encourage interest in and dissemina-

tion of information about genus rhododendron including 

azaleas; to provide a medium through which all persons 
interested may communicate and operate with others of 

like interest through educational and scientific studies, 

meetings, publications and similar activities. 

 

Meetings 
Meetings are held four times each year, on the third week-

end of March, May, August and October, unless otherwise 

indicated. 

 

Membership 
Membership is open to all persons interested in the 
growth and culture of rhododendrons and azaleas as per 

the Chapter By-Laws. Those persons interested in becom-
ing a member should contact the Membership Chairman, 

Dr. L. Gordon Walters. 

 

Officers/Board Members 

 
President           Chas Wagner               814.725.1584 

wagsix@roadrunner.com 

1st  V. Pres.       Dr. Steve Krebs           440.357.5131 

2nd V. Pres.       Bert Hendley               740.452.4523 

Secretary           Jill Griesse                   740.587.3736 

Treasurer          Margaret Corbin           814.833.7207 
Membership      Dr. L.G. Walters           724.287.2047 

Newsletter *      Annette Pizzino            440.248.4583 

Web Master      Linda Stull   lmsgardener@yahoo.com 

 

Past President   Dr. Jim Browning   

 

Board of Directors 

 
Linda Stull             Kay Walters                  6 year term 

Karen Wagner      Don Whitney                4 year term 

Blanche Browning  Bob Frenzel                  2 Year term 

 

 

Great Lakes Chapter Website 

 

www.greatlakesrhodies.org 

Username—great lakes   password—maximum 

 

*GLC newsletter posted to website quarterly 
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Fall color enhances the rhododendron garden. 

Photo by Tony Pizzino 

. 

 

 

Great Lakes Chapter/ American Rhododendron Society October 6, 2012 

President’s Message 
 

THANK YOU to the 27 members who drove for a ‘working lunch’ to Butler on August 

25th.  Thanks for all the input and suggestions.  Thank you Kay for the planning!! 
Extra effort award goes to George Tomaich and his wife driving from Lexington, KY to attend the 

meeting.  Good to meet long time member Bud Mecklem who loves rhodies but has had family 

commitments keeping him from attending meeting.  Special thanks to Bert Hendley for the use of 

the projector. 
Most of the time was spent working on the 2014 ARS Convention.  A few items were 

finalized.  Thanks to Jill Griesse and her friend, Linda Murphy-Ganger, information was gathered 

and Quail Hollow Resort was approved as the site for the convention. Quail Hollow is on the 

East side of Cleveland, just off I-90 and very close to Holden.  We should ‘take over’ the whole 

complex that 3rd weekend in May 2014.  The room rate is $119 which includes breakfast.  There 

are conference rooms on the ground floor for our truss show and plant sale – with an outside 

entrance. The theme was approved – “Every garden tells a story”.  The logo is being revised, with 

your suggestions, and will be revealed in an email. 
The next big topics which need to be nailed down by our March 2013 meeting will be 

the speakers and tours.  Email Steve Krebs and Annette Pizzino with any suggestions.  We could 

need more private gardens, so if you know a friend of a friend whose garden is a notch above, ask 

for permission. 
The main event which will balance our financial sheets will be the plant sale.  

Ray and David need cuttings NOW for gallon size containers for 2014.  Next year’s 

cutting will only be available in 4 inch liners.  So send cuttings to WW Nursery, 188 

Valley Green Road, Indiana, PA.  15701. 
October 6th, our next Great Lakes event will be held at Coshocton, Ohio.  As a histori-

cal canal town, there is much to do even after our event.  Check out the schedule later in the 

newsletter. 

Respectfully, 

Chas Wagner 

 

Secretary’s Notes  Karen Wagner 

Coming spring issue: 

 

The Mark and Jane Konrad  

Rhododendron garden story with photos. 

   “Nothing happens if first not a dream.” 

                                         Carl Sandburg 

 

 

Excerpted from Karen’s Notes: 

 

Four page Treasurer’s Financial Report,  - Check Book bal. $1026.72. 

$2010.70 will start 2014 convention checkbook. Library funds  will be updated 

Membership—Spike Walters reports 95 members, up from 91, 2012. 

Old Business: 

Letter from Holden REG acknowledging gift from GLC/ARS,  see next page 

Truss Show Awards, look for updated Truss Show Awards,  October GLC issue. 

 

New Business 2014 

Committee Assignments: 

Chairman—Chas Wagner  Sponsorships—Margaret Corbin 

Registrar—Margaret Corbin  Promotion—Carl Sutherland 

Secretary—Karen Wagner  Website—Linda Stull 

Treasurer—Karen Wagner  REG article 2013 JARS  Viki Ferreniea 

Tours & Speakers—A. Pizzino/S. Krebs Hospitality—K.Walters,T. Pizzino ,and 

     G. L. Edwards Bev/ Harold Berg 

Plant Sale—Linda Stull, Bert Hendley  

Flower Show—Blanche/Jim Browning Plant Auction—Don Whitney 

Photo Contest—Spike Walters, T. Pizzino Hotel Selection/Liasion, Jill Griesse 

 

Established Framework for Convention 

 Moved, seconded and approved to: 

 Site:  Quail Hollow Resort, Painesville, Ohio 

 Title:” Every Garden Tells a Story” 

 Basic Logo selected with revisions 

 Dates: May 15-18th 2014 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

October 6—Coshocton Village tour, Speaker Bill Freund, Rainbow Hills Dinner 

March 2013—Plant sale at Holden—Host Steve Krebs, Plants by Walylko 

May 2013—Exploring possibilities in Dayton/Cincinnati, Ohio 

Karen Wagner 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL info to us—THANKS 
 



 

 

  Rhododendron Exploration Garden a Work- in- Progress 

 

Reprinted with permission  Leaves  a publication of the Holden Arboretum 
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Great Lakes Chapter Truss Show Awards  May 26th, 2012 



 

 

October 6th, 2012 Great LaKes Chapter/ARS Fall Meeting 

NOTE  DINNER RESERVATION HAS MOVED TO  MONDAY OCT 1ST 



 

 

October 6th, 2012 Great Lakes Chapter/ARS Fall Meeting 

“Little  joy has he who has no garden.”      —Sadi 

 



 

 

 
Great Lakes Chapter member and rhododendron enthusiast, Robert Billings moves his rhododendrons to a new site in Findlay, Ohio. Determined 

to grow his favorite rhododendrons in this new site, Robert shares his observations, experiences, and experiments that have resulted in a beautiful 

new rhodo garden in Findlay, Ohio. Planted in groups of red/white, yellow, orange, purple, white, and red,  Good doers by color, listed below. 

Robert writes: 
One of the problems of growing rhododendrons in my part of Ohio is that the land is so very flat  with heavy clay soil.  Rhododendrons must never 

sit in stagnant water.  They need good drainage, loose air- filled soil and steady moisture.  Seven years ago in October, in a  very limited time, I dug 

up my best 25 plants (B&B) and had to plant and prepare them for winter at the new house in Findlay.  I had available free, unlimited amounts of 

large size wood chips at the local community re-cycle yard. Since I had no soil, I placed my B&B plants in a deep bed of woodchips on the top of the 

ground.  The day after my last rhododendron was placed it started to snow.  My plants made it through the winter in good condition and flowered.  

That spring I replanted most of my landscape, putting a good soil mix around each rhododendron root ball, (1/3 pine, 1/3 presoaked peat, 1/3 rich 

soil ).I now continue to grow large color groups on top of the ground in wood chips.  New chips are needed to keep the bed full since the wood 

chips turns to humus in about three years.  My surface mulch is black wood. In 40 years of growing rhododendrons/azaleas I have never had such 

good looking plants. I grow on the east side of my house and have three well spaced trees for partial shade and I water each week (if no rain), and 

dead-head all my plants I have found that some tender plants can survive -20 F. if they are in good health and have a good root system. 

Plants I grow are: 

 

Group one,  (Red and White) Hachmann’s ‘Charmont’, ‘Fantastica’   ‘Consolini’s Windmill,’‘Landmark’, and azalea ‘Garden State Glow’ 

Group two,  (Yellow) ‘Klondyke’, deciduous azalea, ‘Golden Lights’ 

Group three (Blended colors) ‘Janet Blair’  ‘Phyllis Korn’ 

Group Four  (Orange color), Azaleas ‘Golden Sunset,’ ‘Mandarin Lights’, ‘Gibraltar’ 

Group Five    (Purple) ‘Peter Alan’, ‘Edith Bosley’ 

Group Six     (White) Shammarello’s Azalea ‘Desiree’, ‘Polar Bear’,  Girard’s azalea ‘Kathy’ 

Group Seven (Red/pink) ‘Nova Zembla,’  ‘Scintillation,’ ‘Helsinki University,’                             

 

Great Lakes Chapter/ARS 

Annette Pizzino 

34900 Lakeview Dr. 

Solon, OH  44139 

  

Photos & content by Robert Billings 


